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knowing the seething state of Paris, and being in the greatest
anxiety lest anything should be done by either party which
might bring on a conflict and civil war in Paris itself, im-
mediately on hearing of this outrage visited Coligny, ex-
pressed the greatest concern at what had happened, and sent
the King's own surgeon, Ambrose Pare, a Protestant, to
attend Coligny, and a guard of their own soldiers to protect
his house, they offered the Protestant nobles lodgings round
their leader, and they promised Coligny that there should
be a strict search for the criminal and his prompt punishment.
The house was at once searched, but the man, whoever he
was, had escaped. These actions were, of course, put down
by the Protestants to "dissimulation" on the part of the
Queen Mother, but there is not a particle of proof to support
the charge. They are just such as would be natural in the
position in which Catherine found herself, placed between
two bitterly hostile parties who could only be kept at peace
from hour to hour with difficulty, while a conflict within Paris
itself threatened to engulf the throne, and would in any
case bring to ruin all that Catherine had striven for and
hoped that she had achieved by the marriage just concluded.
This outrage upon Coligny brought matters to a climax.
All through the 23rd August secret plots were going on, each
party (frightened and suspicious) plotting to massacre the
other; and at early dawn on the morning of the 24th (St.
Bartholomew's Day), the Roman Catholic party suddenly
rushed upon their opponents. Armed bands headed by the
Guises, the Duke of Angouleme, and other Roman Catholic
nobles issued into the streets and roused the only too eager
Paris mob to fall upon the Protestants throughout the city.
The Duke of Guise at once hurried with all speed to Coligny's
house accompanied by a band of his own soldiers, who, over-
powering the guard, forced their way into Coligny's chamber
and murdered him. His party were taken by surprise, the
fanatical hatred of the citizens burst forth like a river lorig
dammed up, and the Protestants (with the exception of the